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homes and then feast on them, while the women pierce
their cheeks with silver pins, and go to worship at the
shrine of Mahesvaramraa. At about nine p.m. the Madi-
gas, who are esteemed the left-hand section of the Out-
castes, come and sacrifice a male buffalo, called devara
kona, i.e. consecrated buffalo, which has been bought by
subscription and left to roam free about the village
under the charge of the Toti, or village watchman. On
the day of the sacrifice it is brought before the image,
and the Toti cuts oS its head with the sacrificial
chopper. The right foreleg is also cut off and put
crosswise in the mouth, and the head is then put before
the image with an earthen lamp alight on the top of it,
The blood is cleaned up by the sweepers at once, to
allow the other villagers to approach the spot; but the
head remains there facing the image till the festival is
over. The Madigas take away the carcass and hold a
feast in their quarter of the village.
On the second day there are no public offerings, but
each household makes a feast and feeds as many people
as it can. On the third day there is, first, a procession
of the image of Mahesvaramma, seated on her wooden
horse, and that of Munesvara from the neighbouring
shrine, round the village. They .stop at each house,
and the people offer fruits and flowers but no animals.
At about five p.m. the washerman takes up the clay
image of the grama-devata, goes with it in procession
to the tankj accompanied by all the people, to the
sound of pipes and tom-toms, walks into the tank about
knee-deep, and there deposits the image and leaves it.
Kempapura Agr&h&ra. This is the common type
of festival held in honour of the grama-devata in all the
villages round about Bangalore, whatever special deity
may be worshipped/allowing, of course, for the varia-
tions of detail which are found everywhere. In one
small ^village with a big name, viz. Kempapura
Agrahara, where Pujamma is worshipped, the pujari of
the shrine has nothing to do with the buffalo sacrifice
ctaring the annual festival. That ceremony is per-
formed by the Madigas alone, The blood of this victim